No Good Deed Goes...

You know how the devil completes that line. He and those deceived by
him consistently repeat, “No good deed goes unpunished.” And
sometimes it seems like the devil is right.

A godly wife does all she can to live the truth of 1 Peter 3:1-6, but her
husband doesn’t respond with love. He intensifies his cruelty and
rebellion to God.

Godly parents do all they can to live the truth of Proverbs 22:6 and
Ephesians 6:4, but their children neither appreciate nor internalize
godly training.

Godly elders attempt to live up to the truth of Hebrews 13:17, but
some brethren see them as meddlesome and overbearing.

Godly Christians do their best to apply Matthew 18:15-17 and
Galatians 6:1-2, but they are accused of being self-righteous and
judgmental.

Faithful Christians take to heart the Great Commission of Matthew
28:18-20, but they are accused of trying to force their religion on
others.

Sadly, all this happens. Even stouter examples could be added. And
Satan gloats when he persuades some that righteousness costs far
more than it pays.

Happily, Scripture countermands each of the devil's lies. It's
just not true that “no good deed goes unpunished.” Rather, in this sin-
damaged world, it's more accurate to say that “few good deeds go
unchallenged.” Satan opposes good, especially good that’s done in
the name of Christ. Why? Because the devil knows the power of good -
deeds! Because the devil knows that good deeds honor God, help
people, and mold Christian character.

What the devil opposes, God commends. In God’s divine grace
and mercy, for the faithful we can say, “No good deed goes
unnoticed,” “No good deed goes unappreciated,” and “No good deed
goes unrewarded.” We have God's word on these truths.

Remember Matthew 25:31-46? Those who fed the hungry,
gave drink to the thirsty, took in the stranger, clothed the naked,
cared for the sick, and visited the prisoner heard these words from the
King: “Assuredly, 1 say to you inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (25:40). Remember Titus
3:8, “...Those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain
good works. These things are good and profitable to men.” Remember
Hebrews 6:10, “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of
love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have
ministered to the saints and do minister.”

We have God’s word on it. Love the Lord and no good deed
goes unrewarded!
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Why Study the Bible Together?

This past Tuesday we kicked off our weekly teenage Bible study and tonight we will have our 2nd
monthly Family Devotional of the year at Zach and Heather Morgan’s house. Each of these times consist of
food and a lot of fun. Anytime our teenagers get together there is a lot of laughing and plenty of loudness
(1 won’t mention any names, Amber). Many activities of the church consists of a lot of fun. It is evident that
we enjoy each other’s company on Sundays and Wednesdays when many stand around in the foyer after
services for an hour. Yet, we need not lose sight on what we actually are coming together to do. One of the
main points of coming together during the week, whether as a whole or a small group, is to get into the
Word of God.

There are many people who have an individual study plan in place. They study when they wake
up or just before going to bed. Maybe they spend time in God’s word after supper or on lunch break. So
what is the big deal with studying together? Why do we need this time of study with one another?

The Bereans in Acts 17:11 were said to be more noble than the Thessalonians because they
examined the Scripture daily to see if the things being taught were true. It also says they were eager to do
so and as a result many believed and were saved. There are many attacks brought about each day against
Christianity. One way to combat those attacks and false teachings is to study together to know what the
Scripture really does teach. You, many times, may see things in a passage that | will not notice. We help
make our study more meaningful when we do so together. The second this is that by coming together and
studying aloud, people who may not normally hear God’s word can experience it and they are provided
with the opportunity to believe.

In Hebrews 3 it tells how many in the wilderness became hard-hearted and lost sight of God. He
warns in 3:13 that we should “encourage one another day after day” so that sin will not steal people away
as it did when the Israelites did not believe. The first key word to this passage is “encourage.” Some
versions use the word “exhort.” It means “to urge by strong, often stirring argument, admonition, advice or
appeal.” What better way to encourage people to believe and to steer clear of sin than to study the Word of
God. Psalm 119:9 asks the question, “How can a young man keep his way pure?” It answers its own
question with this answer: “By living according to your word.” The second key part of the passage is a
phrase. And how often do we need this encouragement? This passage tells us: “day after day.” We need
that encouragement everyday.

Unfortunately, we live busy lives and so we don’t get the opportunity to be together everyday.
However, times are set aside each week for this very purpose. We meet reqularly on Wednesday at 7:00
and Sunday morning at 9:00 for Bible class. These are great times to encourage one another and look into
God’s Word. Sunday morning and evening worship provides additional time in the word. As a supplement,
there are smaller groups such as our teens, college and other age groups who set aside other special times.
Take advantage of every moment. It is not just for your good, but for the good of your brothers and sisters
in Christ

Ben



OUR SICK:

every 2 weeks in Chicago. Pat & Heather Quinn Heather
has another fracture on her pelvis and Pat is doing well with
therapy and is able to start putting a little weight on her leg.
Grady Hargett (Dwain’s father) is in Mitchell Hollingsworth.
Sonny Watkins (Jerri's Friend) is receiving therapy on his knee
at the Wellcare Center. Roy Thompson is in Keller in Room
359 and is improving.. Bob Green—has had hospice called
in but was doing okay on Friday. Carolyn Cottrell is home
recovering from surgery and went for her 4 week check up on
Friday. Sterlin Smith is home and slowly improving.
Wylodean Dabbs—has been released to therapy at Cottage
of the Shoals and will be there for 2 weeks. Carolyn Calvert-
was released to JW Somner.

Mike Farris is taking treatments once

<0 Sign-up sheet to take food
7 foPat & Heather Quinn

27 is on the bulletin board. Also there is a
hn sign-up sheet for those willing to sit
with them when needed.

Dorcas Workers

Meet 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at
0:00AM. You do not have to sew.

Bangladesh Trip

ot A G\ Please keep Ben Hayes in your
% prayers. He will be leaving for

% Bangladesh on September 28

BANGLADESH
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Thank You Card

We could never say “thank you” enough for all that
you all did for us and for LaBelle’s Vacation Bible
School. Wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ is

what keeps us going when things look dark. We love
you all and can’t wait until next year to see everyone.
Clewiston Church of Christ
Fred & Pat Bosley

Kids Caring Kids

ot hip Worship on Sunday nights
ﬁ,D (except 1st Sunday of each month).
%é\ For ages K-5th Grade Room #404
See Amy Morris for more info

Class Changes

(lasses will promote today!

Benefit for Pat and Heather Quinn

Wednesday, September 14th
Whole Hog Express
$8 adult plate
$4 kids hotdog plate
Pick-Up at Highland Park Church of Christ

(Eat here or take it with you!
Get tickets from Rhonda, Heather, or Stacy Hughes

2 Study Bibles Needed

Two preachers in Bangladesh are

each in need of a good Analytical

Study Bible. They cost about $100

each. 1If you would like to donate
one please see Rhonda.

Funfest 2011

Sy October 29th

27/ You can start bringing candy and
‘ donations now!

Lads to Leaders Fellowship
September 11, 2011 in the MPR
Following PM service
Bring Finger Foods
Everyone is invited!!

LEADERS

LEADERETTES

THOSE TO SERVE
10:00 AM WORSHIP
Read Scripture......... Mike Franks
Opening Prayer...... Bill Looser
Closing Prayer.......... Pete Waldrep

6:00 PM SERVICE
Read Scripture........Youth
Opening Prayer.......Youth
Closing Prayer........ Youth

Building Lockup......Randy Thrasher
Greeters......... Troy & Lecia Johnson

SEPTEMBER CONTACT

ELDER
Tim Fulmer

Prayer Lists:

Austin & Betty Davenport,
Mabeth Jones, Pauline
Jackson, Harvey Hasha,
Rayburn Moore (Melinda
Logan’s brother-in-law),
Wylodean Dabbs,
Vic & Margaret Addington,
Lois Black, Opal Farris,
Guy Jeffreys,
Jimmy & Olene Hanback,
Albert Sharp. Kim Hallmark,
Christine Kirchner, Edmund Cagle,
Reagan McBride

Please remember
our cancer patients:
Robin McCollum, Brenda Pettus,
Adrian West & Peggy McCollum (Robin
McCollum’s mother & sister-in-law),
Norma Hallmark , Bob Green
Kenneth Harrison (Dot Crowden’s
brother), David Blazer, Ann Hargett,
Betty Barnes, Mike Farris
Mozelle King (Faye Smith’s friend)
Spruell Fretwell (Faye Smith’s cousin)

Widows & Singles
Meet tonight after service at
Zaxby's

Pantry item
g | Cereal &
u’S”n‘gﬁ) Walmart Bags
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Clutch Christians

We hear so much today about “clutch
athletes”. In basketball, it's the player who, when
the team is a point behind and he has two free
throws, he makes them both to win the game. In
football, it's the man who makes the sensational
catch in the end zone with no time left on the clock to win the game.
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But, perhaps it’s most used in the area of baseball. We talk about
clutch players, clutch hitters. He’s the man in the ninth inning who
knocks in the winning run. He is not necessarily the best player. He
doesn’t have the best batting average, but he bats 450 with men in
scoring positions. This is what scouts note. He spends a lot of time on the
bench, but when he gets up he makes a statement. These clutch hitters do
not hit forty home runs. They are not flawless in the field. The do not get
the lucrative endorsements, nor do they draw the huge salaries.

What do they do? They bring others home. They lay down the
perfect sacrifice to move men from first to second, or a safety squeeze to
home.

Who are clutch Christians? They are the faithful ones. You know
they will be there and you can count on them when something needs to be
done. They, too, are those who bring others home. Andrew would never
be as outstanding as his brother Peter, but Peter may not have found
Christ without his brother, Andrew. They are the ones who in times of
dispute calm others down by reminding them that we are family, we are
brothers. So often, like baseball, they make the managers look good.
These in the church make others look good.

The common denominator in all fields is this. They love the cause.
They love the team. They love the victory more than they love themselves.
They are not preoccupied with who is the greatest, but rather, who will be
victorious when this conflict is over. But Paul said it best: “I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase’ (1Corinthians 3:6).

Bob Plunket

Your talent is Gods gift to you. What you
do with 1t 1s your gift back to God.

Leo Buscaglia



