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Age-Defying  
 A simple Google search will reveal the “age-defying” 

phenomenon. There are age-defying makeup, foods, creams, 

lotions, and even toothpaste. We live in a culture that wants 

to preserve it’s “youthful appearance” for as long as 

possible. It is even becoming increasingly difficult to tell the 

difference between adults and kids these days because of 

the way adults are acting and dressing. There is nothing 

wrong with youth. I love working with youth and I want to feel 

young enough to do the things that we do. But what is wrong 

with maturity? What is so bad about growing older?  

 Scripture, which comes straight from the breath of God, compliments the aged. 

Proverbs 16:31 says, “Gray hair is a crown of splendor…” and Proverbs 20:29 says, 

“The glory of young men is their strength, gray hair the splendor of the old.” In contrast, 

Proverbs 22:15 says that “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child….”  Youth are 

constantly reminded to honor God, their parents and the rules, while the elderly are 

complimented and deemed worthy of honor from the younger. Leviticus 19:32 says, 

“Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God.” 

 The very thing that we try to avoid, God honors throughout the pages of His 

word. Each year $7 billion is spent on cosmetic products (that’s not including the 

billions spent on plastic surgery). Again, attempting to preserve our appearance is not 

necessarily a terrible thing, but have we lost sight of what is important? Do we really 

need to spend billions of dollars a year to keep something that will fade one day 

anyway? We can’t stop death. It is going to happen. We really cannot stop the aging 

process either. So focus on the things that are the most important.  

 The reason the “aged” are to be respected is for their wisdom and knowledge. 

But are we spending more time trying to “keep our youthful appearance” than we are in 

becoming wise and a guide to our youth? Titus 2 instructs people of all ages on how 

they should act. “Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in 

love, in perseverance”. Then he tells the older women to “be reverent in their behavior, 

not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they 

may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be 

sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the 

word of God will not be dishonored” (Titus 2:3-5).  

 As far as the physical aging goes we should understand it is the natural process. 

God intended it that way. Ecclesiastes 12 describes it in figurative ways while Paul puts 

it bluntly, “the outer man is decaying” (2 Corinthians 4:16). Yet something phenomenal 

happens for us as Christians. “Though the outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 
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School Supply 
Drive  

For low income families 
Threadgill Elementary  

& Samaritan House 
Boxes are set up in the foyer. 

being renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). The most 

important part of our being is the soul and it grows stronger 

and stronger with age. Our love for Christ grows stronger. 

Our knowledge of his word is increased. Our wisdom of life 

experience becomes a guide  

to the young. The gray head we try so hard to avoid is simply 

God’s way of crowning you with victory over youthfulness.  

 For those of you who have been blessed with the 

crown of age don’t regret it. Be proud and serve God 

through your wisdom. Help the young avoid the snares that 

you once fought through. Every generation will face the 

same temptations as the generation before (along with 

some new ones). Help them maneuver through these 

difficult years with the wisdom God blessed you with. For 

those of you who are still young, honor those among us who 

are elderly and do not forsake the wisdom of the “aged.” 

Paul tells Timothy to treat the older men like fathers and the 

older women like mothers (1 Timothy 5:1, 2) and if you 

remember, we are taught to honor our father and mother. 

To fail to honor and listen to those who are older will not 

only be a disgrace to them and to God, but will lead to our 

downfall.  

Ben 

 

 

 

3rd Annual Maywood  
Softball Tournament 

More details & Sign up sheet on Youth 
Board. We still need more players to have 

a team! 
 
 
 

Youth Committee Meeting 
Sunday, August 28 at 4:30p.m. 

 
 

 
Youth Devotional Hosts Needed 

Anyone wanting to host a youth devotional 
can sign up on the youth board 

Continued on back page 

Continued from front page... 



Thank you letter from  
The Hackleburg Church of Christ 

Dear Brothers in Christ, 
We, the Hackleburg congregation, would like to 
thank you for your generous support during our 
trying times.  With your support we have been 
able to help our members that had total losses 
and also those who sustained some lesser 
damage.  You have shown your love and support 
in other ways as well and words cannot say how 
much all of this has meant to us.  Thanks very 
much, 

Elders 
Hudon Black, Wade Wood, & Kenneth McCarley 

 

Note... 
Highland Park could not have done this without 
the help of everyone here and the help of all of 
the other congregations who partnered with us 

in this disaster relief.   
 

Family from Phil Campbell in need 
 of an over sized wheel chair.  If you have one or know 

of someone who does, please let the office know. 
 

SYMPATHY 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Faye Smith 
and her family in the loss of her brother, David 

Franks.  He lived in Clarksville, TN and his funeral 
will be Monday.   

 
 

I Caught Your Faith 
I saw you stand steadfast in grief but saw no 

trace of unbelief. 
I saw you stand unmoved by stress but saw no 

trace of bitterness. 
I saw you stand bravely for years and saw no 

trace of senseless fears. 
Though you spoke not of faith’s firm law, I 

caught your faith by the things I saw. 

Observations 
 We have had a very rainy and unseasonably cool (spell that C-O-M-F-O-R

-T-A-B-L-E) week.  The pond at KBC is running full, the garden is soaked, with 

weeds growing very fast.  Fruit trees are producing well (guava, lemon, papaya) 

and the grass is lush and green. 

 Shamoni Sarker, the wife of Tapon who is a KBC graduate now 

preaching in north-west Bangladesh is in the hospital with measles and 

Typhoid fever.  They have a little girl, about 4 years old.  Jhunu Halder, wife of 

Philemon who was injured in the bus wreck last week has come home from the 

hospital and is recovering at home.  Philemon told me today that she has one 

cut that is 8 inches long, on her head or face.  She was blessed to survive and 

escape without even more serious injury. 

 One more first year student is expected to arrive from the Hill Tracts in 

the extreme south-east tonight, in the wee hours.  He will bring our total 

students to 10.  They are a good group so far and seem to be very cooperative 

and studious.  Our new first year students are:  Harmasis Sarker, the son of 

one of our longer serving preachers, Dhiraj, from Jalabari;  Lincoln Malick, the 

cousin of a recent graduate, Simon, now preaching in Jadpur and Chotopatra 

just west of Khulna;  Filimon Soren from the north-west; Daniel Dewri from 

Barisal (3 hours east of Khulna); and Ceton Tripura, expected tonight,  from 

Kagrachari (South-east). 

 The first week of classes for the fall semester is nearing completion.  All 

seem to be settling into the routine very well.  I am enjoying the morning 

devotionals at 8:00 a.m. each day.  We sing and pray in English, but teach a 

short lesson in Bangla (with them translating for me).  I can follow the Bible 

references and deduce some of the subjects and major points from the 

lessons of others. 

 Please continue to remember us and the work here in your prayers.  

Remember especially Shamoni and Jhunu in their recoveries.  I have another 

special prayer request.  Our oldest grandson, Andrew, is completing a 3 week 

trip to India, leaving for the U.S. Monday morning.  Please pray for his safe, 

untroubled journey.  He has been with a group from Lipscomb working among 

orphans, lepers and slum youth in New Delhi.  It has been a great experience 

and a real eye-opener for him. 

M.E.B. 

 

 

 

Thoughts On Beauty 
An elderly woman, with a beautiful complexion, was 

asked what kind of cosmetics she used. Replying, 

she offered this prescription:  

“I use truth for my lips, and for my voice, prayer. For 

my eyes I use pity and for my hands, charity. For my 

figure I use uprightness and for my heart, love. This 

prescription can be filled without expense, and the 

supply will be increased with continued use.” 

 

OUR SICK:   Mike Farris is taking treatments once 

every 2 weeks in Chicago.  Pat & Heather Quinn are both 

home recovering from an auto accident.  Grady Hargett  

(Dwain’s father)  is in Mitchell Hollingsworth.  Sonny Watkins 

(Jerri’s Friend) is receiving therapy at home and is doing much 

better .  Roy Thompson is home improving.   Bob Green  is 

showing some improvement with his treatments. Carolyn 

Cottrell  is home recovering from surgery.  Sterlin Smith is 

in room 444 slowly improving and may go home Monday. 
 

Sign-up sheet to take food  
to Pat & Heather Quinn  

is on the bulletin board.  Also there is a sign-up sheet 
for those willing to sit with them when needed. 

 
 

Dorcas Workers  
Meet 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at  

9:00AM.   You do not have to sew. 
 

 

New Baby! 
Congratulations to James and Jennifer 
Mason on the arrival of their baby girl.  
Her name is Brianna Nicole.  She is one 
week old.  The proud grandparents are 

Elvis and Jean Phillips. 

 

Baby  Shower  
for her on August 21 from 2:00-3:30  

in the MPR.  Everyone is invited. 
 
 
 

Mars Hill Chorus 
Mark your calendars!  

They will be here on January 22, 2012. 
 
 

Friends and Family Day 
Cox Boulevard Church of Christ 

August 21, 2011 

THOSE TO SERVE 
10:00 AM  WORSHIP 

Read Scripture......Michael Weddington 
Opening Prayer………...Glenn Grubbs 
Closing Prayer..........Jonathan Phillips 

6:00 PM SERVICE 
Read Scripture.................... Bill Looser 
Opening Prayer..............Lloyd Jackson 
Closing Prayer……….....Hiram Dupree 
 
Building Lockup…….Jonathan Henson 

 
AUGUST CONTACT ELDER 

Russell Smelser 
 
 

  

Prayer Lists:   
 Austin & Berry Davenport, 

Mabeth Jones, Pauline 
Jackson, Harvey Hasha,    
Rayburn Moore (Melinda 
Logan’s brother-in-law), 

Wylodean Dabbs,  
Vic & Margaret Addington, 

 Lois Black, Opal Farris,     
 Guy Jeffreys,  

Jimmy & Olene Hanback,  
Albert Sharp. Kim Hallmark, 

Christine Kirchner,  Edmund Cagle, 
Reagan McBride 

 

Please remember 
 our cancer patients:  

Robin McCollum, Brenda Pettus,  
Adrian West & Peggy McCollum (Robin 

McCollum’s mother & sister-in-law),  
Norma Hallmark , Bob Green 

 Kenneth Harrison (Dot Crowden’s 
brother),  David Blazer,  Ann Hargett,  

Betty Barnes,  Mike Farris 
Mozelle King (Faye Smith’s friend) 

Spruell Fretwell (Faye Smith’s cousin) 
 

 
 

Widows & Singles 
Meet tonight after service at 

Papa Wok 

 
 

Pantry item  
Spaghetti Sauce 


